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WILSON PLEDGES
AID TO RICHMOND
IN FIGHT FOR BANK

North Carolina City En¬
thusiastic in Its Ten¬

der of Support.
' DECEIVES LOCAL ,

BANK APOSTLES'
Financiers Point Out That if Only

for Selfish Reasons, This Ter¬
ritory Should Stand Firm for
Regional Reserve Located
Here, and Formal Resolutions
to That Effect Arc Adopted.
Delegation Goes To-Day to

Goldsboro, Greensboro and
Winston-Salem to Continue
Campaign . Salisbury Alone
May Be in Opposition.

By LOUIS I. J%KrK.

Wilson, N. C. January 7.. With
hand outstretched In welcome to th*-

Rlchmond re-s»>r\e bank apostles and
tlio gospel tliey brought with them, the

city of Wilson tills afternoon, speak¬
ing through a representative gather¬
ing of Its Chamber of Comincrco, 1 ^.J«-
<d Its undivided Hupport to t>s. move¬
ment for the appointment of Richmond
as the location for one of the regional
rese-vo banks provided by the new
< urrency net.
The city evidenced Its live Interest

lit the Issue by sending to the meeting
a gathering of merchant*, bankers and
professional men that crowded the as-

rsembly room of th«- Chamber of Com¬
merce building to Its doors Members
lunUnued to come after the meeting
was called to order by President J.aw-
rence lirett, of th«r Chamber of Com¬
merce, filing silently In to hear fellow-
citizens discuss the momentous ques¬
tion In hand.

Smlltiicnt I 'nnilstnknlile,
There was no way to mistake the

tehtlmenl of the meeting Speaker af¬
ter speaker gave it at his opinion that
,N"orth Carolina, particularly this sec¬

tion of North Carolina, could under no

circumstance." favor any city hut. Rich¬
mond for designation as the regional
reserve point. With a dire<t Invita¬
tion from President Hr^tt for a com¬

plete. expression of opinion, not a sin¬
gle member of the large gathering
ventured to brave a differing view.
former Congressman l>\. A. Wood¬

ard, now a member of the North Caro¬
lina .State Legislature, summed up the
sentiment '»f Wilson's business men.
w Ith the statement that for .selllsh <

sideratlon alone, if for no other rea¬

son. this section of North Carolina
would feel constrained t<i stand by
Richmond.

Personally," said Mr. Woodard. "I
am for the appointment oi Hlchmond.
The resources of that eit> as they
have been so well outlined to us by Mr.
Neay, convince me more strongly than
ever that there Is every reason why
Jtichmoiid should be appointed."
Colonel John I'. Hruten. president

i f the l'"ir-»: National Bank, said that
Richmond's claim had bn'ii presented
so clearly and so o i.v i i inily that
he could not sea how Wilson louhl
i void indoi-s'iic it. Th ; same view
was held by I resident II. Anderson,
of lhc Itravcl. Hankinu iv n pany, who
I old the large gnthi . : v that only
Richmond would satisfy him. J. Kt-
tinger, .*. director in the First National
Hank, arid one of the cl.v's biggest
merchants, said thai, everything coe

fddercd, Hichmond was lilt orur place
fr>i the location for a Inderal reserve
bank to serve this rectlon of the coun-
i rv. I'pon the motion of ex-Congr ess¬
man Woodard, a commltue consisting
ol Presif'.ent Hrett, of the I'haiuber of
Commerce; President Anderson, of the
TJranch Hanking C< e pany, and Pr- si-
dent Bruton, of the i'.rst National
Hank, was appointed with power to
draft a resolution expressing the sense
ef the Wilson Chamber of Commerce.
The committee retired after adjourn¬

ment, and within ion minutes issued
a* statement Declaring its conviction
iliat Richmond was the logical point
for th© location of a regional reserve
bank to serve this district and the
.South, and committing the city of
Wilson p.nd its Chambei of Commerce
10 a rejolution calling upon North
Carolina's Representslives in Congress
to uho its influence in securing Rich¬
mond's appointment.
Chairman Hrett, of iiic committee,

eaid that u formal tc.so.'ution embody¬
ing the action of the Cl amber of Com¬
merce will be pi< pared at once and
fo» warded to Secretary Mc.Adoo ami to
each of North "aioiin3'r, Representa¬
tive* in Washington,

Seay Ilenrd Willi Interest.
The meeting was marked hv the deen

Interest with which it received the pre¬
sentation of the regional bank ques¬tion by Creorge .T. .Seay. The Richmondfinancier spoke for thirty minutes upon
the general provisions of the currencv
act and the desirability of creating in
the South a federal reserve zone
homogeneous in interest and served
by a bank essent ially Southern in citar-
acter. directed by men who know the
Mouth*a needs. It. was clear that Mr.
Seay's argument went homo. The
gathering rallied spontaneonusly to
the support of his proposition that
North Carolina and South Carolina and
\ irginia form a commercial group
which should he maintained in its In-
tirety as concerns its financial opera¬
tions. and that the founding of a fed¬
eral .reserve bank in Richmond would
best subserve that end.

Herbert w. Jackson spoke briefly
and with no less conviction. He was
back home where people know him as a
boy and what he said struck home. Rich
mond lends $10,000,000 of its funds to
North Carolina and preferA to lend
there, he said, because it feels that its
relations with North Carolina arc
closer and more intimate than with any
other neighboring State, it was ab¬
solutely essential to the welfare of
both, saiil Mr. Jackson, 'that the two
States remain coupled together in a

(Continued On Tenlli Page.)

«*?, Saror Is to Toledo. The
iv«l \\ (illicit Is In N'pw York. Located at
lien Square and *8rd tit..Ad/,

DENY CHARGE OF COWARDICE
llfllcrrN of (he Munurl Cnlvo Claim

They Dlil Kverytlilng I'uwlhlf.
New York, January 7*.Olllcors of

the Spanish steamship Manuel Calvo
were indignant to-day when theyheard that Captain Alfred (iunter, of
the tank steamer Oklahoma. had found
fault with the effortH they made to
rescue his crew when 11»«. Oklahoma
broke in two on last Sunday off Harne-
gat. They declared they had done all
they could, and that some of their
meit" were In the hospital sufieringfrom injuries received when their life¬
boat was dashed against the ship'saide.

In Boston Captain C.unter was quoted
as saying:
"That Spaniard just fooled around.

He put over a boat and then fooled
around Home more, and finally picked
up his boat and went away."
.Speaking for Captain Juan I3en«-t. an

ollicer of the Manuel Calvo said to¬
day

"lie did everything he could. lie
dropped one life-boat overboard ami
it was smashed by the seas, and we
had dlfliculty in saving our own men
in it. When darkness came CaptainUeuet dared not remain near the Ok-
lahoma because she was showing no
lights, lie had to steam away for the
safety of his own passengers. Hut
he did not desert her."

CONSUMER IS BLAMED
lie Is Hcwponslble for High Cost of

Mvlng.
Chicago. 111., January 7.--Itlanie was

fixed to-day in the matter of the higheost of living. Despite his clamor at
the high cost of egk.<, and the priceof meat arid the price of everythingit is ifao consumer himself who is re¬
sponsible for the situation.
That is the. dictum of the retail gro¬

cers. the executive officers of whose
national association met in Chicagoto-day. |"Did you ever hear of a foreignercrying about the high cost of liv¬
ing?" demanded Hoi Westerfleld, chalr-
man <>f the relation commit tec of the
national association. "You did not. It
is the American or the very much
Americanized foreigner wno does the
shouting. Your real foreigners.and
lie Is to be found in practically nil
neighborhoods- -may be a g_r< at meat
eater, but when meat Is high he cuts
down on h's supply."

S. \V Straus, hanker, to-day assert¬
ed that lie would mdciivor to hrinuabout a conference of the offices of the
Grocers' Association and representa¬
tives of the American Society for
Thrift. <i* which he is chairman of the
organization committee. The idea of
the organization is to raise the stand-
ard of individual thrift.

TIME TOO SHORT TO REPLY
ItnllroudN .Not Alile li» Answer Ques¬

tion* Propounded liy I, C. C.
Washing ton. January 7..Railroads

asking a .*. per cent increase in freight'rates befote the Interstate Commerce
Commission to-daj balked at answer-
ing the list, of seventy-three questions
propounded by the commission in ref¬
erence to thetr business
Counsel for the New York Central

stated that too short a time had been
given the corporations to compile the
answers Other railroads also stated
that it would be Impossible to replyduring the month of January, as re¬
quested by the commission.

It was estimated that $75,000 would
have to lie expended by the New York
Central before an adequate replv could
be made to the commission's queryabout the lighterage business in New
York harbor. A proposal for an ex¬
tension of time was taken under con-
sldernUpn.
The Interstate Commerce Commis¬

sion announced to-day that the ship¬pers' right to be heard would be
passed upon by the commission next
week.

FOR PELLAGRA HOSPITAL
Secretary Me 4 dun I rum emergency

\ |>|iro|iri<itloii of S I7.1M0.
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]Washington. January 7 -An emrr-

gency appropriation of $47,000 to es¬
tablish a pellagra hospital in the
South was urged upon Speaker ChampClark in a letter received from Secre¬
tary of the Treasury McAdoo to-day."Pcllcgra will occur in the springwith increasing virulence/ says Sec¬
retary McAdoo. "ami there is imme¬
diate need of comprehensive means to
comliat it. The disease has grown
greatly since 11107. It has now become
a national menace."

SAYRES LEAVE PARIS
Attend Kurcnrll l.unctieon hi Ameri¬

can ICntbustty in I.onilon.
[Special Cable to The Times-Dispatch. 1

1-otidon. January 7 -Mr. and Mrs.
Francis 1!. Say re brought their Knglishvisit to a close this afternoon, and
left for Paris.
They attended a farewell luncheon

at the American embassy, at which
Ambassador Page and his family, be¬
sides members of the embassy staff,
were present. The Savres made no
definite arrangements for their so¬
journ in Paris, but hope to see what
xj; worth seeing and do some shopping.

WEDDING OF INTEREST
Miss >lnry Ivy Hayes neeome.s tlride of
> .1. \\ . W ilson, of \orth Cnrollna.

I Special to The Times-Dispatch.]
Washington, January 7..-A wedding

of interest to army and navy circles
took place to-day between Mary Ivy
Ilayes, daughter of the late Brigadier-
General K M. Mayes, IT. s. A., and
James \V. Wilson, of Morganton. N. C.
The bride's brother, Dr. Richard

Hayes, gave her in marriage, and her
only attendant was Miss Bettle Bryant.
the nine-year-old daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. II. lv C. Bryant.

GOVERNMENT FOR CANAL ZONE
Plnn XVill Soon He Decided t'pon by

President Wilson.
Washington, January 7..One of

President Wilson's first acts upon re¬
turning to Washington will be to de-
termine the plan of government for
the Panama Canal Zone. Secretary
Garrison said to-day that his Ideas on

! the subject Were given to the. Presi¬
dent before the latter went to Pass
Christian fot the holidays.

Mr. Garrison rteelined to say wlieth-
or he had recommended a military or
civil government organization. The
law permits either.

DIVIDEND DECLARED
Stockholder* of North Cnrollnn Hnll-

routl (iet 7 Per Cent.| Charlotte, N. C.. January 7 The di¬
rectors of the North Carolina Rail -

road at tho first meeting they have
ever held In this city, and so far as
known the first meeting at which all
directors ever have been present, this
afternoon declared an iwnnual dividend
of 7 per cent on $1,000,000 of stock
outstanding. The State owns con¬
trolling interest in the road, which
extends from Charlotte to Goldsboro,
and is leased by the Southern Rail¬
way. '

WOODS SUCCEEDS ADAMS0N
Progressive Niimeil by Mitrhel a.i Ills

Private Secretary.
New York, January 7..Mayor Mitchel

to-night announced 'several new ap¬
pointments. but several offices, includ¬
ing those of health commissioner and
corporation counsel, remain vacant.
Arthur II. Woods, a Progressive, was

selected as the Mayor's private secre¬
tary. lie succeeds Robert Atlamson,
now tiro comtplBsioner.' Woods was ono
of tlio men mentioned for tho police
commlssloncrship.

In fluenced by Mexi¬
can Situation.

MORE FIELD GUNS
AND AMMUNITION

To Send Troops Into Battle
With Present Supply Would
Be Absolute Slaughter, He
bays, in Asking Appropri¬

ations Amounting to

$6,000,000.

Wa.<hinp ton, January 7 -Explaining
that his judftmcni was nof influenced \,y
'he Mexican situation. Major-General
Wood, chief or s taff of t}«o arrnv. I,;ts
advised cornrni ttees of Congress that
they should appropriate 13.000.000 for
Held puns and ammunition for tlie rep-
ular army, and 5:5.000,000 for tli«* mlli-

j "«'. li you sent, our troops Into war

! as they are now, without kuiis or ani-
munition, it w ould ho absolute
viaijbliter." th<- general told the Houso

..Military . .onimittee. "If called into tli<

jlield suddenly we should haw to po
with a Hmall allowance of ammunition,
and wo shoudl have neither guns nor

ammunition enough for our field artil¬
lery forces'."

j General Wood, in a written state-
j mcnt, said: "We neither have guns
nor ammunition sufficient to srive any
P'-neral commanding an army in the
Held any assurances of success if at¬
tacked by an army of equal size which
Is supplied with its proper quota of
field artillery.

Of Short Duration.
If is my belief that no modern war

I between
first-clans powers will last for

one year, and unless private manufac-

jturers are encouraged to manufacture

j ammunition for our guns after war is
declared, they will not be In a condi¬

tion to do so until after the war is

I finished.
"The War Department believes after

extended study that. In cases of war

with a first-class power, an army of
500.000 men will be n"cded to give this

j country any chance of success against
invasion, and that this force whl be
needed at once. To make it eflicient
it must be given Its proper quota of
field artillery. To do this, this ar-

tillery must he on hand, for it cannot
be supplied after war is L-tarted."
The general suggested that the

United States regular mobile army
should be organized Into tlireo In-
tantry and two cavalry divisions, with
an apgrepate war strength of about
73,000, requiring fifty-four batteries of
-it; puns.
With the co-operation of Slate <Jov-

I ernors. the miliUa. he said, now could
he organized into twelve Infantry and
live auxiliary divisions, with an ap-

klegate war strength of 2V2.000 men.

needing 171 batteries of -590 ;,uns. Th<*

apprepate of the two forces thus would
be 307.000 men, or approximately two

field armies short of the force of 500.-
000 men. These two field armies will

require 336 guns. The United States

garrisons .tbroad have sixtv-eipht suns.
General Wood said that total appro¬
priations up to OctolK-r 1 last by the
House Military and Appropriation
Committees provided for only 24f>,o;»8
round*; of ammunition for ihe modeit:
field guns. all of which ammunition
will not b> manufactured until Juno

! 00 I ext.
I.nek of \ in in u n i t Inn.

"C'f this ammunition." lie added, "we

j have at present in this country 1&6.50S
rounds, and f->r the 295 mounted guns
1*>,I06 rounds, or a total of 201,614
rounds And this is all we have. At
Mukden, in nine days, the 1,204 Tlus-
sian puns expended 250,000 rounds.

j "T.'ie present daily output of the ord¬
inance factories, for three shifts run-

I ning night and day. Is not above 1.600
rounds. The War Department was

obliged last year to equip part of the
regular army with obsolete seven-inch
howitzers and five-inch siege gun bat-

, !. ries' material because of lack of suf¬
ficient ammunition for the modern
Suns."
The War Department is trying to

; accumulate 1,202 field pu.is of various

j calibres, of which 75.x yet have to be

j appropriated for. General Wood said
it was not his idea that the country
constantly should be armed to the teeth
in* preparation for any war. but that it

j should be reasonably prepared for war.

i JONES STIlXA SICK MAN

j Doesn't Know When llr W ill Up \lile
«> Continue Duties in Dousr.

[Special to The Times-Dispatch. ]
Washington, .lanuary 7.- Itcpreseu -

tatlve \\ illiam A. Jones, of Virginia
j who for some time past has been ill'
j and 'or that reason unable to l>o |,i
his seat in the House for several
months, was in Washington to-dav for

la short time. He came to "this" citv
from Baltimore, where he has been

! undergoing treatment, and to which
J Place he returned to-night. Mr. Jones
said that while lie hopes to be in Wash¬
ington when the House meets on Mon¬
day he did not yet know when he
would lie able to resumo his work

<>f course, I am very anxious." Mr
Jones Haul, "to p.-t hack to my work
as soon as possible, hot r realize that

WIORSE IS TRYING !
TOHAVECONERESS
REVIEW HIS CASE!

Wants Committee Fully
to Investigate All
Circumstances.

SUIT FOR DAMAGES
IS CONTEMPLATED

Former "Ice King" About to
Write Another Chapter in
Drama That Carried Him
From Banking Regions of
New York to Atlanta

Penitentiary.

Washington, .January T. --Charles W.
Morse, the former "ice kins;," one of
tiie most spectacular figures in mod¬
ern American finance and the prlnel-
!>al actor in :t drama that lasted for
;< hall-dozen years and carried liim
from the hanking regions of New York
to the Atlanta penitentiary. Is about
to write another chapter to his story.
After months <>f investigation and la¬

bor. Morse is trying to launch an inves¬
tigation b\ - a Congressional commit¬
tee of all 11!«. circumstances leading rip
m his conviction six years ago fo vio¬
lation <.(" I lie national hanking laws. Al¬
though his plans have not been an¬
nounced. it became known here to-day
that he also contemplates suit for dam¬
ages against prominent New York
hankers and others connected with his
trial and conviction.
Morse had a talk with Senator Borah,

of Idaho, here yesterday and suggest¬
ed to him the need for an investiga¬
tion of his case by a Senate committee.
Although the Idaho Senator refused to
press the matter, the ex-banker is un¬
derstood to have left Washington to
pursue his effort for an inquiry.

Commuted by Tnft.
Morse was sent to the Atlanta pen¬

itentiary to serve u fifteen-year sen¬
tence. After a quiet but persistent
tight, led by Mrs. Morse and backed by
many prominent persons, his sentence
was commuted by former President
Taft. Mr. Taft acted on the state¬
ment of army surgeons, who declared
that Morse could not live longer than
six months. The prisoner was released
two years ago. Shortly afterwards lie
sailed for Europe, took a "cure" and
then returned to the United States.

Since his return from Europe, Morse
has been making preparations to re¬
open the court of public opinion, at
least i-i the case, against, him. Tie is
said to hold that the principal charge
on which he was convicted, the making
of false entries in the books of the
National Bank of North America, was
a tlmsy charge, and that lie did noth¬
ing more than was done by scoroR of
bankers in New York. He is under¬
stood to charge that the ottlce of the
Comptroller of the Currency here re¬
fused at his trial to allow the jury
to see the report of the national batik
examiner who investigated the Bank
of North America, and indicates that
this report clearly would have estab¬
lished the fact that lie had done noth¬
ing unlawful. lie is said to contend
that this refusal was baserl In part
on the fact that other New York bank¬
ers were making the same sort of
loans, and that the production of the
examiner's report in court would have
resulted necessarily in the prosecution
of many other persons.

Cliargen Against Jurymen.
Morse first was convicted in the Fed¬

eral Courts in 1!'08. and subsequently
charged that jurymen who passed on
his case wore under the influence of
liquor, and that the entire Jury was
under the charge of improper guard¬
ians, six of whom were former secret
service men from Washington.

In his long fight to regain liberty,
Morse succeeded in getting the intcr-
est and friendship of prominent men
here, and it was not doubted to-night
that Ills effort to bring the matter int>
the limelight again would hava power¬
ful support.

^tor*p Declines to Tnlti.
New York, January 7..Charles W.

Morse's refusal to discuss to-night
news from Washington that he was
seeking a congressional inquiry into
conditions leading to his trial and the
contemplated action for damages
against prominent New York financiers
and others in this connection. It was
learned, however, tliat Mr. Morse's
friends for t*otne time have been urg¬
ing him to take action.

PLA N S T0 EXPElND~ Ml L L10 NS
elaborate Scheme for CoilNtrnetlve A(l-

vnucemeut of I'liiladclpliln.
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.1

Philadelphia, I'a.. January 7..State
Senator .laities l\ McNiehol, the
Republican leader, to-day made known
tentative plans for the constructive
'advancement of the city, involving the
expenditure of millions of dollars,

it is planned to have a special elec¬
tion called in the spring for the pur¬
pose of having the people vote on the
proposition to borrow $10,000,000 or
$15,000,000 needed in the work.
Senator McNiehol said that he

thought this money should he expend-
ed principally In improving the outly-
ing districts of the city in anticipation
of the" extension of rapid transit fa¬
cilities to ail sections through subways
and elevated lines.

If the proposed plan carries, it will
give employment to between 25,000

i and 3;".000 men.

25,801
demand to know what lie is getting for his money.

The United States Government orders a sworn .statement
of tiie average daily paid circulation of newspapers.

Here is the last statement, made under oath, by the two
morning papers of Richmond:

THE TIMES-DISPATCH 25,80?
The other morning paper

JOHN H. HARDING, CONFESSED
I DEFAULTER, ELUDES POLICE

JOHN* H. HARDING.

BLAIR BUYS NEXT 1
10 POST-OFFICE

Takes Over Commonwealth Bank-
Stock in Old Dominion

Building Company.

MAY ERECT BIG SKYSCRAPER

jS;de of-.800 Shares for $50,000 i
Confirmed by Chancery

Court. !

By agreement between Receivers j
John B. Lightfoot and James: \V. Gor-
don, of the Commonwealth Bank, ami
the i)l(l Dominion Building Company,
S00 shares of the Virginia Building
Corporation, which owned the north¬
west corner of Eleventh and Main
streets, have been sold to A. Rierne
Blair, representing hlmseli and a syn¬
dicate, for 550,000. The report ot the
receivers of the Commonwealth Batik,
tiled yesterday in the Chancery Court,
was accepted by Judge Munrure, and
the sale of the property to Mr. Blair
ordered to be ratified. The Common¬
wealth Bank owned 050 shares of the
capital stock of the Virginia Building
Corporation, ivnd, by the decree of the'
sale to Mr. Blair and the syndicate,
will obtain more cash with which to
reimburse the depositors who lost their
money when the bank failed.
The agreement between the Common-'

wealth Bank and the Old Dominion
Building Company as to the disposi¬
tion of their stock In the Virginia
Building Corporation was reached
through the following resolution adopt¬
ed by the officers of the Old Dominion
Company: "Be It resolved:
"That the secretary and treasurer

'be authorized and Instructed to unite
with the receivers of the Common¬
wealth Bank. Incorporated, in selling.
transferring and delivering all of the
-capital stock of tho Virginia Building
Corporation, in whic.h this company is
interested, on the basis of $50,000 for
S00 shares, upon such terms as tho
said receivers may think best."
Judge Moncure decreed that the sale

[should be confirmed, ami directed the
receivers of the Commonwealth Bank
to unite with_the Old Dominion Build¬
ing Company ffl transferring the stock
of the Virginia Building Corporation
(to Mr. Blair and his associates. The
terms of the sale are to ho $25,000 in
cash and the balance to he paid wlth-
In thirty days from date, January C.

It is understood that tho property
at ICleventh and Main Streets has been
offered to tha Federal government, and
that If the oflfer be not accepted, a
twenty-two-story building will lie
erected on the site now occupied l>y
two small buildings.

VEDRINES TO RESUME TRIP
Aviator Sny.s lie IVIlf Arrive In \e>v

York on >larcli U."».
[Special Cable to The Times-Dispatch.]

Cairo, Kgypt, January 7.- Jules Ver-
drines, who arrived here n few days
ago from Paris, on his (lying trip around
the world, announced to-day that he
intends to resume the trip shortly.

"I shall arrive in New York on,March -'5, neither the day before nor
the day after, but on tho 2uth. I shall
fly via South America," said tho avia-
Cor.
Vedrines declined to discuss his trou-

bio with llonr.v Rouz or the exchange
of telegrams between himself and Bene
Quinton, president of the National
Aerial League, which carried the threat
of a duel between Vedrines and Quin¬
ton.

CANCER>ATIEVr IMPROVING
Several WiinIiIiikIod I-'rlend* Visit Rep¬

resentative U rein tier.
Washington, Janua/y 7..Represen¬

tative Bremner, of ,Ne«r Jersey, under¬
going the radium cancer cure at Bal¬
timore. Md.. is Improving. Tho pa¬
tient. was visited to-day by Secretary
to the President Tumulty, Senator
llughes, of New Jersey: Thomas Pence,
Charles J. Smith, of Now. Jersey, and
Samuel Blytlie. The party brought
the cheering news hack In Washing¬
ton.
Secretary Tumulty carried a personal

message of hope to Bremner from
President Wilson.

WILL SURRENDER,
SAYS HIS FATHER

Tells Police John H. Harding
Will Not Attempt to

Leave City.

POLICE MAKE VAIN SEARCH

Three Warrants Against Bank
Clerk Are Sworn Out by

Chief of Police.

John H. Harding, about twenty-five
years old, former bookkeeper of the

Commonwealth Hank, was the object
of a vain search yesterday afternoon
and last night by detectives, who held
three warrants charging him with
stealing S-.160 of the bank's funds
while his entire shortage is said to
exceed J1S.OOO. At 11 o'clock Detec-
tive-Sei geant Kellam and Detective
liertuccl went to the home of John li.
Harding, fathei of the young man. Ha
;iaid his son was not there, but as¬

sured the ofi'.cers that lie would sur¬
render this morning. He rerused to
tell where the young man had hidden
himselt.

Clilef SwenrN Out Warrants.
The warrants for Harding's arrest

were shown out by Chief of Police
Werner, after lie had been summoned
before Julge William A. Moncure, in
the Chancery Court, which Is now in
charge of the bank's affairs. A con¬
ference was held between Julge Mon-
cure, Major Werner, Commonwealth's
Attorney Koikes and John H. Ught-
foot, Jr., and .Tames W. Gordon, re¬
ceivers for the hank. Major Werner
was told that Harding was sbort mora
than S13.000. Hy ineano of forcing
balances In his ledgers, destroying
checks and otlier means, he had cov¬
ered his alleged peculations from
day to day, until tins books were ex¬
amined by accountants of the Ameri¬
can Audit Company. Major "Werner
was shown a long list of items, rang¬
ing from small sums to hundreds of
dollars, which Harding is accused of
having turned to his own use. The re¬
sult of the consultation was that
Major Werner selected three of th».
items and swore out warrants In each
case.

The Three Cluing?*.
Though Harding's total peculations

aggregate more than $1.1.000, the three
charges which aland against him total
only $2,1(50. one warrant charges
that on June 7. 101.'!. he «toto .? 1,100.
A second that on June 10, lfUS, he
stole $ I lo. The third accuses him of
stealing ST..">0 on January 6. 101
The witnesses named In the warrants,

and who will be called upon to testify
against Harding, are as follows: Louis
Werner. Chief of Police; Thomas P.
Howard, resident manager for Virginia.
West Virginia and Kentucky of the
American Audit Company; Allan Tal-
hott. accountant of the American Audit
Company; 11. G. Proctor, cashier of the
bank, and John B. l.ightfoot, Jr., ami
James W. Gordon, receivers.
As soon as the warrants were issued

by Magistrate J. A. I'urdle, who had
been summoned to police headquarters
by Major Werner, they were placed in
'the hands of Kellam. With Ttertuccl
ho went to Harding's homo, ;iOi> Minor
street, ISarton Heights, where Harding
occupies a flat with his wife, whom he
married last August. From -l o'clock
until long after 7 they waited In vain
for him to appear. They had learned
that ho only left tlfteen minutes before
they arrived.

Outgoing Train* "Wntelied.
When they were certain that their

watch was useless the detectives ro-
turncd to Richmond and hurried to the
Byrd .Street Station, believing that the
former bookkeeper might board the
northbound Atlantic Coast Lino train at
S o'clock. They searched each coach
while the train was traveling from
H"> rd Street to I'M ha, but found no trace
of Harding.
^-Uoturuliig to headquarters. Kellam
and liertuccl wore instructed to visit
JJie home of "Harding's father.

In the meantime Captain of Detec¬
tives had called In most of his plain

(Continued On Ninth Page.)

BANK CLERK SAYS
HE TOOK J 13,461

After Ten-Day Respite,
Family Refuses to Give
Bond to Make Good

Shortage.
FATHER SAYS SON
WILLSURRENDER
HIMSELF TO-DAY

Attorney Lamb Makes Vain Ef¬
fort to Induce Receivers and
Audit Company to Omit All
Names in Report Explaining
Peculations.Chief of Police Is¬
sues Three Warrants, but Em¬
bezzler Is Still at Large.Was
Under Surety for Only $5,000.
Bookkeeper Owns Two Auto¬
mobiles and Title to Real Es¬
tate.

After lit' had acknowledged before
John IS. I,ightfoot, .Jr.. and James W.
(lordvn, receivers; before his father
und before others that he was himself
responsible for the shortage of $1J«-
461.7- in the assets of the Common-
wealth Hank, in which he hail been a
bookkeeper, John 11. Harding. twenty-
live years old. succeeded yesterday in
eluding detectives assigned to servo
tlireo grand larceny warrants on him,
mid is still at large. His father, J.
K. Harding, promised last night, how-
lever. upon demand by the police, that
the young man would surrender hlm-
self this morning.
Though Harding's self-confessed

peculations range over a wide period
ot time, and involve several hundred
varying amounts, only three warrants
were sworn out against him by Chief
of Follee Werner. He may be held on
all or any one of them, and supple¬mentary warrants for each scparato
theft may be issued against him.

(ilvcn Ten Diiyn' Delay.
With the tracing of certain funds

unaccounted for to the young book-| keeper, tlie work of the receivers was
practically ended; and, after they had
delayed handing in their report ten
days, in order to allow Harding andhis family lo fulfil a promise to m:\k«good the shortage, they tiled yesterdaytho result of their investigations.Their report contained tho findings ofthe American Audit Company, whoso
accounting showed Harding to be re¬
sponsible for the missing funds. The *
ten days' respite had been granted onthe plea of Attorney John A. Lamb,who had informed the receivers that|Harding's mother and father wouldgive and secure their Joint bond tomake Rood the obliKation incurred bytheir son. The receivers reported thatthe Hardings refused at the last to se¬cure the bond, and that Attorney Lamb,*to whom certain papers and memo¬randa of real and personal propertybelonging to young Harding had beeiiturned oyer, refused to return them tothe receivers.

Own* 'I'tro Aatomobllcn.J'artial recovery may be had though,as Harding was bonded In the sum of15,000 by the United States Fidelityand Guaranty Company, and lie Is en¬titled to have offset against his lia¬bility $2,000 represented by a cashier'scheck. The receivers learned also thathe is the owner of two automobiles,now In Norfolk.
Harding took amounts varying from$5 to a sum more than $1,000. Sometimes, according to the hooks checkedbehind him, ho stole nearly every dayin the week, and then took a short re¬

cess in peculation. During the tlrstfew months, the records show, ho didnot take money on the thirteenth dayof the month. Toward the latter pe-[ riod of his peculations, however, hebeen trie careless and the thirteen dayheld no terrors for him. lie disregard¬ed it entirely. It is shown that thethefts continued up to within a fewdays of the failure of the bank andthe appointment, of receivers to take
care of the hundreds of small deposi-tors who had here their meagre ac-
conn Is.
When confronted with proof of hi.sguilt. Harding said that he thought the

amount would not exceed more than$."¦,000. When later he aided in check-ing up his own false entries, he found
thai his estimate had fallen far short
of the whole sum involved. The small
thefts of the day became .hundreds at
the week end and thousands when the
books were, closed against him.

Total Shortage yi!!,-1(11.72.
According to tho report tiled by the

receivers. John H. Ughtfoot, Jr., and
James W. Gordon, Harding is directly
responsible for a shrinkage In the as
sets of tho Commonwealth Bank of
$13,4«?1.7'J. When tho report was filed
with Judge Moncure, of the Chancery
Court, lie immediately called Into eon-
ference Commonwealth's AttorneyMlnetreo Koikes and Chief of Police
Louis Werner, and, for a short con¬
sultation with them. It was suggested
that warrants for young Harding's ar¬
rest be sworn out. Major Werner, then
being fully Informed of the facts In
tho case, made oath to Hie warrants
before Magistrate J, A. Hurdle, and Inj a- short time tho whole docteetivo force
was engaged In searching for the de-

| faulter.
Harding's theft.', according lo his

own confession before the receivers, his
father, Thomas I* Howard. Allan T«J .

bott and II. G. Proctor, were told upon
a simple plan. Ho made out cheeks
in Ills own name on the Commonwealth
Hank. In which he had no deposit, and
then destroyed theni when brought by

j tho ciearlntr house to the ban'fc in.
which ho was employed, covering the
shortage by forcing the addition** o«

j tho general ledgor. Ho did not churgw
J (Continued On Ninth Page.)'


